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THE BEAUTY IS IN THE WEAVE




RUGS FROM INDIA ARE AMONG THE MOST ECO-FRIENDLY

AND SUSTAINABLE FLOOR COVERING

NEW YORK, NY – September 8, 2009 – With the environment a prime concern for so many people, hand-woven rugs from India have always been among the greenest and most sustainable products for the home.  Nearly all rugs woven in India are made from all-natural wool, silk and cotton yarns, and are available in a variety of styles and color combinations to suit virtually every taste and decorating need.  The rugs are woven by India’s expert craftsman on manually operated looms in very much the same manner as generations of rug-weavers have done for thousands of years – without the aid of fuel-guzzling machinery.  What’s more, many of the rugs woven in India today are still colored with non-polluting, natural dyes made from plants and vegetables. Only a minimal amount of electricity is used in the dying process, and the water used for dying and the washing the rugs is now being recycled in many of India’s weaving centers.  

Going “green” with hand-woven Indian rugs doesn’t mean sacrificing beauty or durability.  The colors created with natural dyes are not only very pleasing to the eye, they are also exceptionally stable.  In fact, some museum pieces have retained their “glow” even after 400 years! With just routine vacuuming and an occasional rotation, these rugs can maintain their vibrancy and texture for generations.  

“Hand made rugs from India are very eco-friendly,” observed Michael Harounian, President of the U.S.-based nonprofit Oriental Rug Importers Association (ORIA).  “They add elegance and personality to any home, while offering the satisfaction of knowing that you are helping the environment.”

“India’s rug-weaving industry has a long tradition of using natural materials to create floor coverings of superb quality and enduring beauty,” commented Raja Sharma, Vice Chairman of the Carpet Export Promotion Council (CEPC), a nonprofit association based in India whose members are rug manufacturers and exporters. “Whether gracing the floor of a home or used as a decorative wall hanging, a hand-woven Indian rug can provide additional insulation that will help lower heating costs in the winter months.  Moreover, consumers will be pleasantly surprised by the affordability of ‘green’ Indian rugs.  Many current special retail promotions put the finest quality area rugs from India within easier reach of cost-conscious shoppers."

For further information, consult your interior design professional, visit you local floor covering retailer or area rug specialty store, or visit www.rugsofindia.org. You can also follow Rugs of India on Twitter at http://twitter.com/RugsofIndia.
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