THE BEAUTY AND QUALITY OF HAND-WOVEN RUGS FROM INDIA 

ARE NOW WITHIN REACH OF EVERY BUDGET

NEW YORK, NY – May 4, 2009 – Whether the centerpiece of an elegantly furnished living room or adding style to a high traffic area, a hand-woven rug from India enhances any space. The superior craftsmanship, luxurious look and feel, and exceptional durability of hand-woven Indian rugs have always appealed to those with discriminating taste.  Today, they are also appealing to an ever-broadening spectrum of value-conscious consumers who are discovering that these superbly crafted rugs are available in a wider range of qualities, styles, and prices than ever before. The following information will help guide you to the hand-woven Indian rug that will match your taste and budget:

A Brief Shopper’s Guide

There are three basic types of rugs produced in India: hand-knotted, tufted, and flat weave. Hand-knotted rugs reflect the ultimate in weaving skill. The technique involves meticulously tying individual knots of yarn (as many as 600 knots per square inch) to the rug to create designs of extraordinary intricacy -- a skill that has been passed down from generations of India’s master weavers. Generally more expensive than other types of Indian carpets, hand-knotted carpets are woven from 100% pure wool, pure silk yarn, and combinations of wool and silk and wool and cotton yarns.

The fine workmanship, suppleness, and complexity of hand-knotted Indian rugs are exemplified in magnificent classic Persian and other traditional Oriental designs that are produced in this category. Hand-knotted rugs are also available in elegant, more subdued transitional styles, and eye-catching contemporary designs. 

Hand-tufted Indian rugs have the look and feel of a hand-knotted rug, but are more affordable.  The rugs are created by craftsmen who inject strands of wool into a stretched canvas with a special tool. Though produced in considerably less time than hand-knotted rugs, tufted rugs are extremely durable, and are also available in traditional, transitional and contemporary styles. 

Flat woven Indian rugs require less labor, and are, therefore, among the least expensive options. Several types are available, including “Soumacs,” a durable floor covering 
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whose special weaving technique makes the rugs reversible. Created on a cotton foundation using wool yarn, “Soumac” come in a wide array of colors, and in both geometric and floral patterns. Chainstitch and “Dhurries” are among the other popular flat woven Indian rugs. Characterized by floral designs in a wide range color schemes and hues, both of these types of rugs are often used as decorative accents in informal settings such as playrooms, dens, and home/offices.  

Virtually all the designs in every collection of hand crafted Indian rugs come in a range of standard sizes – from room size to small accent pieces. For unique space requirements, rugs can be made to order.  Most designs are also available in a choice of color combinations, allowing for even greater expression of personal taste.   

Continual feedback from floor covering retailers, design professionals, and area rug importers is enabling India’s rug-making industry to meet the consumers’ demand for stylish, durable, quality floor coverings that offer exceptional value at every price level.

For further information, consult your interior design professional or visit your local floor covering retailer, area rug specialty store, or www.rugsofindia.in.  

